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A˘MED b. MA˘MÜD
Göynµklµ

(b.~ 1650’s, d. > March 1759)

LIFE

A.M. was born in Göynµk.1 In his Ta’rıƒ, as a part of his appointment records
(tevcıh t qaydª) of 6 Sevval 1163/8 September 1750, he mentions his own name
as Göynµklµ A˛med Efendi.2 His date of birth is not known with any certainty.
The year of his death is given as 1172/1759 in the Sicill and it is stated that he was
over 100 years old when he died.3 The fact that A.M. lived a long life can be
understood through his eyewitness account of the 1687 rebellion during the reign
of Me˛med IV (r. 1058-1099/1648-1687)4 and his being mature enough at that
time to provide a critique of the rebellion. We can surmise from this that he must
have been born in the 1060s/1650s.

Although A.M. had a long life, current information on both his life and his
work is very limited. Babinger gives a brief note about his work but provides no
further information about his life.5 A. N. Kurat was the first modern historian to
refer to A.M. and to use his work. In his article Kurat adjures that A.M. should
occupy the respected place he deserves among Ottoman historians. Based on
linguistic evidence, he also assumes that A.M., about whom little is known, could
have been from Anatolia.6 The Romanian historian A. Tertecel later brought
A.M.’s work to the attention of scholars and noted that A.M.’s account of the Prut
Campaign (1711) is original and provides important information for Moldavian
(Bo dan) history.7 More recently S. Çolak’s dissertation on A.M., Ta’rıƒ-i
Göynµklµ (1999), presented his Ta’rıƒ as an important source for 18th century
Ottoman history. A 2004 article by E. Afyoncu aimed at shedding some light on
the identity of A.M. on the basis of research in the appointment records of the
Prime Ministry Archives. Kurat published 30 pages of A.M.’s history on the Prut
Campaign in Arabic script along with a transliteration.8 The entire text of his
Ta’rıƒ is being edited by S. Çolak and A. Saÿªrlª.

The text of A.M.’s Ta’rıƒ together with much additional information are com-
piled in a manuscript. Information about his life can be derived from the author’s
notes in this compilation. According to these notes, A.M. was a scribe in the royal
treasury (ƒazıne-i bırün k tibi) when he began to write his compilation and his
diary. While still in this office, he took part in the Prut Campaign against Russia
(1123/1711) and he recorded the events that he witnessed on a daily basis. In
1127/1715, during the campaign against Austria, he was granted the office of
clerk of the infantry (piy de muq beleciligi) in addition to his position as scribe to
the royal treasury.9 About a year later, on 10 Sevval 1128/18 September 1716, he
was appointed head of suspended payments (mevqüf tçª).10 He was dismissed
shortly thereafter, on 11 Cemaziyµlahir 1129/23 May 1717.11 According to a note
in the compilation, on 13 Sevval 1132/18 August 1720 he was a scribe for the
armourers (cebeciler k tibi)  and had earlier been a scribe for the sword-bearer
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regiments (sil ˛d r k tibi).12 Later on, on 8 Sevval 1134/22 July 1722, he was
appointed secretary of the large fortresses (bµyµk qalfie te ˇzkireciligi)13 and was
dismissed about a year later, on 22 Sevval 1135/24 July 1723.14 Two years after
this dismissal, on 12 Sevval 1137/24 June 1725, he again became clerk of the
infantry.15 On 9 Sevval 1142/27 April 1730, he was appointed as scribe to the
armourers for the third time.16 Shortly before the Patrona Halil rebellion, on 16
Muharrem 1143/1 August 1730, he was granted for the second time the offices of
secretary of the large fortresses and agent for the clerk of finances (kµçµk
rüzn mçelik vek leti).17 From a note in his Ta’rıƒ dated 4 Rebiµlahir 1143/17
October 1730 it is understood that A.M. became mevqüf tçª for a second time.18

After this tenure, he became Clerk of Finances (kµçµk rüzn mçeci) between 1
Zilhicce 1144/26 May 1732 and 1 Cemaziyµlevvel 1145/20 October 1732.19 On
27 Muharrem 1149/7 June 1736, when the Ottoman army had gone to the Plain of
D vüd Pasa on campaign against Russia, A.M. was bookkeeper for the shipping
office (qalyonlar defderd rª) and was exempted from attending the campaign. As
holder of this office, he was responsible for registering 5000 irregulars armed with
fire-arms (tµfenk-end z levend t) to be sent to the Crimea.20 On 2 Rebiµlahir
1153/27 June 1740, he was again appointed accountant for Anatolia (Anadolu
mu˛ sebecisi),21 but on 12 Sevval 1153/31 December 1740 he was dismissed
from this office.22

According to the ub˛ı Ta’rıƒi, on 17 Sevval 1155/17 December 1742, he was
re-appointed as scribe of the armourers23 and stayed in this office until 7 Ramazan
1156/25 October 1743.24 A note in his Ta’rıƒ states that he was the official in
charge of granaries (anbar emıni) during the storm which struck Istanbul on 14
Rebiµlevvel 1162/3-4 March 1749, when several ships carrying provisions were
damaged.25 On 12 Sevval 1158/7 November 1714, he was appointed assistant of-
ficial to the provincial treasury (sªqq-ª ˇs nı defterd rª) and he occupied this
position for 14 years, until his death.26 A.M, who lived for over 100 years, died in
Sa’ban 1172/March-April 1759, and is buried in ˜skµdar.27 The last note in his
Ta’rıƒ, dated 25 Receb 1172/24 March 1759, shows that he continued writing
until his death.

WORKS

 Ta’rıƒ: An autograph copy is found in the Staatsbibliothek  of Berlin under
the reference Ms. or quart. 1209. The text is covered by a brown leather 20 x 30
cm. binding, the interior of which is decorated with flower motifs. The
compilation consists of 372 folios. The text is written in a nesih, occasionally
divani script. This compilation comprises, in addition to the Ta’rıƒ, approximately
20 different entries including the Q nünn mes of fiAzız Efendi and fiAyn fiAlı,
ordinary puzzles, the sobriquets of Imperial Council (dıv n-ª hµm yün) members,
models for letter-writing and notes on botanical medicines. However, several
folios were misplaced when the compilation was bound and four pages about the
Prut Campaign are missing. At the beginning of the text there is a table of
contents, but there is no real correspondence between the chapters and the table. A
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considerable part of the compilation after page 215b is dedicated to the Ta’rıƒ,
which includes his personal observations of events between 1123 and 1172 (1711-
1759). Although A.M. does not give a title for this text, he occasionally uses the
term "defter". S. Çolak, in her dissertation, suggests the title Ta’rıƒ-i Göynµklµ.

The Ta’rıƒ begins on 1 Muharrem 1123/19 February 1711, when the Ottoman
army began its campaign against the Russian army, and ends in 25 Receb 1172/24
March 1759 with the festivities to celebrate the birth of Muß†af  III’s (r. 1757-
1774) daughter. A.M. tried to record events which he personally witnessed
chronologically, on a daily basis. Although in the beginning of the text the author
was careful in doing this, after his description of the Austria Campaign
(1128/1726) from about fol. 295 onwards he does not take care to continue his
day-by-day narrative. Towards the end of the text one year is narrated in a few
brief notes, and this section consists mostly of notes on appointments. The
author’s name is not given in the beginning, but one can establish from reading
the notes that the copy was written by the author himself.

A.M. describes the events that he witnessed or that were related to him in a
simple, clear language. He does not elaborate on the causes of events, but he oc-
casionally expresses his opinions and criticisms, as in the case of the Patrona Halil
uprising (1143/1730)28 and the assassination of Damad ºbr hım Pasa (18 Rebiµl-
evvel 1143/1 October 1730).29

The topics covered in the Ta’rıƒ are in general as follows: between folios
215b-242a, the Ottoman-Russia war is narrated. This section begins with the
movement of Ottoman troops to the Plain of D vüd Pasa. The military camp sites
and the length of time spent at each one, the time distance between camps and
their physical descriptions, and the battlefield in Novi Stanilisçe (?) (Kekeç Aÿzª)
are all described in detail. The battle is also depicted on a colored map. Folios
243b-269a are on the Campaign of the Morea (1127/1715). 243b begins with a
letter explaining the reasons for the campaign which was sent to judges (q ı),
stewards (ketƒud ) and local notables (afiy n) and to the imperial cavalry
(qapªqulu sµv rı bölµkleri). A.M. joined the army on the campaign which began
in Rebiµlevvel 1127/March 1715, and he describes about 58 military camp sites
up to the fortress of Methone (Modon). This chapter includes descriptions of the
conquests of strongholds in Korinthos (Gördös), Navplion (Anapoli), Methone,
Levkas (Ayamavra) and ends, with the return of the army to Burgas (Lµleburgaz)
on 29 Zilka’de 1127/26 November 1715, on page 269a. On page 270a, the Austria
Campaign of 1128/1716 begins. A.M. took part in the campaign. From
Rebiµlevvel 1128/February 1716 onwards he records the camp sites, the
correspondence between the two states, and appointments and dismissals. In this
chapter, A.M. occasionally expresses his personal opinions and criticisms. The
last note in this chapter on 295a is on the arrival of the Ottoman army in Istanbul
on 25 Zilka’de 1130/21 October 1718. After the campaign A.M. remained in
Istanbul and continued to record his observations. On page 296a, he tells about the
preparations carried out for the festivities (sür-ª hµm yün senlikleri) surrounding
the imperial circumcision on 1 Sevval 1132/6 August 1720, and he gives a
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detailed account of their expenses. The weddings of both Zeyneb Sul† n and
Muß†af  Pasa and of ˘asıbe Sul† n and Sila˛d r Me˛med Pasa (15 Rebiµlahir
1141/18 October 1728), and also the wedding of Esm  Sul† n (4 Muharrem
1156/28 February 1743), are also described. A.M., who stayed in Istanbul,
followed and recorded the negotiations with Iran until 21 Cemaziyµlevvel
1149/27 September 1736. This chapter begins on page 301a with 3
Cemaziyµlevvel 1135/9 February 1723 deliberations concerning the letters of
Sil ˛d r ºbr ˛im Pasa, the Governor (v lı) of Erzurum, stating that Tebrız, Tbilisi
(Tiflis) and Yerevan (Rev n) had expressed their wish to accept Ottoman rule,
and it continues with an account of the Ottoman-Iranian treaty dated 21
Cemaziyµlevvel 1149/27 September 1736 (333b).

A.M. also notes fires, earthquakes and extraordinary incidents occuring at that
time in Istanbul. From 322a, he gives accounts of the Patrona Halil uprising (15
Rebiµlevvel 1143/28 September 1730), of the activities of the rebels in Istanbul,
and of the dethronement of A˛med III (r. 1114-1143/1703-1730). On pages 354b-
358b, he gives a list of botanical medicines as cures for various diseases.

The only complete copy known of A.M.’s work is the Berlin copy mentioned
above. In a 1986 article, Sevket Rado mentions the presence in his library of an
approximately 30 pages-long copy, covering only the Prut Campaign. This copy
begins in Muharrem 1123/February 1711 and ends in Receb 1126/July-August
1714, with the return of the King of Sweden Karl XII to his homeland. According
to Rado, the copy was written in 1205/1790, as it is stated on the last page of the
text.30 The Rado library is not open to researchers at the present time.

Contents: This classification is taken from the Berlin Ms. or. quart 1209.
216b: Sefer-i hµm yün. 1 Muharrem 1123. 243b: Mora cezıresine sefer-i hµm yün. 1126.

270a: Sefer-i hµm yün fian c nib-i Nemçe. 1128. 295b: Der bey n-ª elçi-i Nemçe. 296a: Sür-i
hµm yün içµn e†r f ve ekn fa tenbıh olunub, pıs-kesler içµn defterleri verildi. 1 Sevval 1132.
300b: Mµs vere der b b-ª ˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı der ˛u„zür-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 6 Muharrem 1135. 300b: Faßl-ª
mµs vere der b b-ª ˛a„zret-i vezır-i afi÷am der ˛u„zür-ª ˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı. 13 Safer 1135. 301a: Teb-
dıl t-ª ƒv ceg n-ª bafi „ „z. 17 Rebiµlevvel 1135. 301a: Mµs vere der b b-ª sar y-ª ˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı
der ˛u„zür-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 3 Cemaziyµlevvel 1135. 302a: Tebdıl t-ª ƒv ceg n-ª dıv n-i hµm yün. 22
Sevval 1135. 314b: Devlet-i fialiyyeden ºßfah n ˛ kimi Esref ana gidecek elçidir. 315a: fiAqd-i
nik ˛. 15 Rebiµlahir 1141. 316b: Tevcıh t. 17 Sevval 1141. 317a: Elçi-i R sid Pasa med. 26 Zil-
kade 1141. 317b: Kebır i˛r q. Muharrem 1142. 318a: Safid b d, „ziy fet, tertıb-i alay. 23 Muhar-
rem 1142. 318b: Mesveret der b b-ª ˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı ve ˛u„zür-ª hµm yün. 4 Sevval 1142. 319b:
Tevcıh t-ª ƒv ceg n-ª aql m tebdıl [t] ve muqarrer ve oca -ª a ay n ve s ’ire. 16 Sevval 1142.
319b: Elçi-i Qªzªlbas. Pazar, 2 Zilhicce 1142. 320a: Der bey n-ª mesveret ve mµk leme-i elçi-i
S h-ª fiAcem. 320a: Mesveret der b b-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 24 Zilkade 1142. 320b: ºƒr c-ª mev cib. 9 Mu-
harrem sene 1143. 321a: urüc-ª S h-ª ‡ahm sp. 321a: Esref ana imd d. 321a: Fir r-ª Esref

an. 321b: ºƒr c-ª ehl-i ºsl m [ez] qalfie-i Hamad n [ve] duƒül-i Qªzªlbas. 321b: ºƒr c-ª ehl-i ºsl m
[ez] qa„z -i Kirm n s h n [ve] duƒül-i Qªzªlbas. 321b: Elçi-i S h ‡ahm sp Qulu. 322b: H ˇze-l-
vaqfia [Padisah ve sehzadelerin ˜skµdar’dan Istanbul’a geçisi]. 323a: Qatl-i ºbr hım Pasa ve
Qapudan Muß†af  Pasa ve Me˛med Ketƒud . 323a: Cµlüs-i hµm yün [Mahmud I]. 324a: Aql m-ª
ƒazıneden verilen icm ller mücibince verilecek fia†iyye-i hµm yünuñ defteridir. 27 Rebiµlevvel
1143. 325b: ⁄orb lar. 17 Ramazan 1143. 326b: Deffia-i ˇs lis-i esqiy . 29 Safer. 327b: üret-i
mektüb-ª Serfiasker A˛med Pasa b -c nib-i sarq. 328b: Taƒlıß-i Ba d d. 330b: º˛r qlar. 9 Re-
biµlahir 1148. 331a: Mosqov Çasarª naq„z-i fiahd „edµb. 331b: Fevt-i Sul† n A˛med. 341b: flZiy fet-i
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ßadr-ª fi lı elçi-i Nemçe der Safid b d. 7 Receb 1153. 342a: Tevcıh t der ˛u„zür-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 12
Sevval 1153. 342b: Tevcıh t-ª oca -ª a ay n. 13 Sevval 1153. 343a: Der ma˛all-i elçi-i ‡ahm sp
Qulu S h. 23 ˇZi’l-˘icce 1153. 344b: fiAcem elçisi ˛a„zret-i vezır-i afi÷am ˛a„zretlerine geldi. 12
Muharrem 1154. 345a: Mosqov elçisi daƒi gelµb. 19 Muharrem 1154. 346b: Der „ziy fet-i elçi-i
Mosqov. 28 Cemaziyµlevvel 1154. 346b: ul˛-ª Mosqov. 347b: Mesveret der b b-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 8
Safer 1155. 349a: Mesveret-i maƒfı der b b-ª ˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı. 3 Receb 1155. 351a: fiAzl-i fiAlı
Pasa. 4 Saban 1156. 351b: Tevcıh t-ª erb b-ª mµn sib. 351b: aber-i meserret, inhiz m-ª S h-ª
fiAcem N dir S h. 351b: aber-i meserret. [Mußul seraskeri ˘µseyin Pasa’dan gelen ve N dir
S h’ªn Senc n’da Yezıd Kµrtlerine yenilmesi hakkªnda]. 8 Sevval 1156. 352a: Tebdıl t ve
tevcıh t. 16 Saban 1158. 352b: Tevcıh t-ª bafi „z-ª ric l. 7 Cemaziyµlahir 1159. 353a: Gµn-i semsiñ
†utulmasª. 353a: üret-i ƒusüf. 353b: Tevcıh t-ª ˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı der b b-ª sar y-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 10
Sevval 1161. 353b: ˘absµ’l-bevl içµn fiil c budur. 20 Rebiµlevvel 1165. 358b: Ceh z-ª Zµbeyde
Sul† n bintµ’l-‰ zı Sul† n. 359b: fiAvdet-i donanma-i hµm yün. 360a: üret-i qamer ve ßüret-i
sems. 360b: º˛r q-ª kebır. 360b: º˛r q-ª ƒ ne-i seyƒµ’l-isl m efendi der qarıb-i B ƒçe Qapusu. 14
Rebiµlevvel 1163. 361a: fiAzl-i yeñiçeri a asª 24 Cemaziyµlevvel 1163. 361a: Tevcıh t-ª
q „zıfiasker-i Rümeli. 12 Cemaziyyelahir 1163. 361a: Tevcıh t-ª emın-i Ters ne-i fi mire. 17 Cema-
ziyyelahir 1163. 361a: Tevcıh t-ª seyƒµ’l-isl m efendi. 27 Cemaziyyelahir 1163. 361a: Bafi „z-ª
tevcıh t ve tebdıl t. 24 Saban 1163. 361a: Tevcıh t-ª erb b-ª manßüb der ˛u„zür-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 6 Sev-
val 1163. 361b: Be-fiavdet-i donanma d ƒil-i ›Asit ne ve mafi ƒazıne-i Mªßr-ª Q hire d ƒil-i

sit ne. 362a: Elçi-i Dubrovnik [cizye teslimi için gelisi], 15 Muharrem 1164. Bafi „z-ª ric le daƒi
ƒilfiat-i f ƒire der ˛u„zür-ª hµm yün. 362a: Qar ÷uhüru. 23 Muharrem 1164. 362a: Bafi „z-ª tevcıh t
der b b-ª ßadr-ª fi lı ˛u„zür-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 20 Safer sene 1164. 362a: Deffia-i tevcıh t-ª ketƒµd  beg
˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı defterd r efendi. 362b: º˛r q-ª kebır der sit ne-i safi det fı 9 Temmuz/fı 7 Sa-
ban sene 1164. 362b: Qar ya dª. 362b: ºƒr c-ª donanma-i hµm yün. 16 Cemaziyyelahir 1165.
363a: º˛r q-ª kebır Gedik Pasa qurbunda abuncªlar ƒ nªnda. 363a: ˘ cc-ª serıf[-i] ßadr-ª afi÷am
˛a„zretleriniñ v lidesi. 363a: Zelzele-i fia÷ım. 363a: Vef t-ª Sul† n fiAyse Sul† n. 17 Zilkade 1165.
363b: Tevcıh t-ª ketƒµd  beg ˛a„zret[-i] ßadr-ª fi lı. 10 Muharrem 1166. 363b: ºƒr c-ª mev cib. 21
Muharrem 1166. 363b: Ters ne-i fi mıreniñ donanma-i hµm yün qalyonlarª geldi. 8 Safer 1166.
364a: Dafivet-i mevlüd-i serıf; ßüret-i ferm n-ª fi lı. 13 Rebiµlevvel 1166. 364a: Tevcıh t-ª Mªßr-ª
Q hire. 1 Cemaziyµlevvel 1166. 364a: ºƒr c-ª mev cib. 1165. 364b: ºƒr c-ª donanma-i hµm yün
[ez] Ters ne-i fi mire. 22 Cemaziyyelahir 1166. 364b: ˘arıq. 1 Receb 1166. 364b: Deffia-i ˛arıq.
20 Receb 1166. 364b: Deffia-i ˛arıq. 24 Receb 1166. 364b: fiAzl-i bas baqª qulu a asª. 4 Saban
1166. 365a: ºƒr c-ª mev cib. 17 Saban 1166. 365a: ºms kiyye. 1 Ramazan 1166. 365a: Dolu
÷uhüru. 365a: Ramazan-ª serıf tªñ urresi. 1166. 365a: Tevcıh t-ª erb b-ª men ßªb. 10 Sevval
[1166]. 365b: Tevcıh t. 1 Muharrem 1167. 365b: Qªr ’at-ª mevlüd-i serıf. 12 Rebiµlevvel 1167.
366a: º˛r q-ª kebır. 15 Cemaziyµlevvel [1167]. 366 b: B -ƒa††-ª hµm yün. 5 Saban 1167. 366b:
Tevcıh t-ª erb b-ª mµn sib. 7 Sevval 1167. 366b: fiAzl-i ketƒµd  beg ve Rümeli p yesiyle iki tu .
367a: º˛r q-ª kebır. 11 Tesrın-i evvel 1167. 367a: ºntiq l-i Sul† n Ma˛müd an, cµlüs-ª Sul† n
fiO ˇsm n an. 367b: üret-i ferm n ki ßadr-ª afi÷am fiAlı Pasa ˛a„zretleri mµhre geldµgi dafivetdir.
367b: üret-i ferm n b -te ˇzkire-i ketƒµd  beg. 12 Cemaziyyelahir 1168. 367b: º˛r q-ª eyv n-ª arª
qalfie(?). 367b: fiAzl-i vezır-i afi÷am fiAlı Pasa ˛a„zretleri. 368a: Vef t-ª V lide Sul† n bint-i ˛a„zret-i
Sul† n fiO ˇsm n an. 26 [Safer] 1169. 368b: º˛r q-ª kebır fian tafsıl fian ƒa††-ª hµm yün ve b -
ferm n-ª fi lı ve ta˛rır-i q ı-i Istanbul. 1169. 368b: fiAzl-i vezır-i afi÷am Muß†af  Pasa. 369 a:
Tevcıh t der vµzer  (?) µç tu  ketƒµd  beg A˛med Pasa. 15 Rebiµlahir 1169. 369b: Deffia-i i˛r q.
27 Cemaziyµlevvel 1169. 369b: fiAzl-i vezır-i afi÷am Safiıd Pasa. 1 Receb 1169. 370a: Vez ret-i
R ib Me˛med Pasa mµhr-i serıf verildigi ta’rıƒdir. 370a: ºƒr c-ª donanma-i hµm yün. 3 Saban
1170. 370a: Tevcıh t-ª ketƒµd -i ßadr-ª fi lı. 21 Cemaziyµlevvel 1170. 370a: Mµteveff  vezır
ketƒµd sª Dervıs Me˛med A a. 3 Zilhicce 1170. 370a: Naßb-ª ketƒµd lªq. 3 Zilhicce 1170. 370b:
Tevcıh t. 3 Muharrem 1171. 370b: Mµteveff  Sul† n fiO ˇsm n b. Sul† n el-‰ zı Muß†af  an. 15
Safer 1171. 370b: Qªr ’at-ª ƒa††-ª hµm yün der b b-ª sar y-ª ßadr-ª fi lı. 17 Safer 1171. 370b:
Mesveret der ˛u„zür-ª hµm yün. 15 Rebiµlevvel 1171. 370b: Tevcıh t. 27 Rebiµlevvel 1171. 371a:
fiAqdµ’l-nik ˛-ª vezır-i afi÷am R ªb Me˛med Pasa, [be-] lih  Sul† n bint-i Sul† n an. 27 Receb
1171. 371a: Tesrıf-i li˛a Sul† n. 5 Saban/2 Nisan 1171. 371b: Tevcıh t-ª erb b-ª men ßªb,



HISTORIANS OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
C. Kafada r    H.  Kara t eke   C.  Fle ischer

© Copyright by the editors of the Historians of the Ottoman Empire
 (http://www.ottomanhistorians.com/)

6

˛a„zret-i ßadr-ª fi lı ˛u„zürunda ƒilfiat-ª f ƒire ilb s. 3 Ramazan 1171. 371b: º˛r q-ª kebır. 21 Zilkade
1171. 371b: Dµny ya gelen sul† n ta’rıƒidir. 14 Receb 1172.
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